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“We have to find a way to flourish as people, but not at the expense 
of the rest of creation. It is along with the rest of creation,” says Dr. 
Edward Berkelaar, chemistry and environmental science profes- 
sor at Redeemer University. 


Certainly true, but the answer to the implied question has proven 
both elusive and contentious in Christian circles and worldwide. 

According to Dr. Henry Brouwer, retired professor of chemistry 
and founder of the environmental science program, this is in part 
because, “There are many vested interests, particularly the oil in- 
dustry; its future depends on the continued use of fossil fuel. It is 
an extremely powerful group.” 


These perspectives are further polarized by misinformation, the 
abundance of which makes the issue of climate change difficult to 
discuss in any productive manner. As Berkelaar puts it, “People ar- 
gue over terminology and dp not end up doing anything about it.” 


Dr. Brouwer explains that, “With social media, misinformation 
can be spread rapidly and uncritically.” This is why he has worked 
to improve science education. “Somewhere along the way a stu- 
dent needs to hear about climate change, and a little bit about the 
science behind that, so that they can critically evaluate some of the 
information they are exposed to.” 


Between misinformation and lack of understanding, it can be dif- 
ficult to even bring up the topic of climate change without breaking 
down into bitter disputes. 


Dr. Berkelaar comments on the issue. “It is a bit funny and a bit 
frustrating to me how politicized climate change is. I think most 
people would agree that we are part of the natural world, and how 


[the natural world] goes, especially over the medium to long term, 


is how we are going to go.” 


Meaning, human flourishing is inextricably tied together with en- 
vironmental flourishing. “If the environment cannot grow us food, 
then we are going to be hungry. If the environment cannot pro- 
duce clean water, cunnot maintain clean air, then we are going to 
suffer fram that too.” 


The effeets of environmental disarray, whether or not they are 
connceted to climate change, are sadly becoming more evident as 
the years oon. 


This knowledge eases a lot of anxiety for many people, some- 
times contributing to a feeling of paralysis, and, according to Dr. 


. Berkelaar, a sense of hopelessness. This despair tends to be eS 


cially prevalent among the younger generation. 


Simple solutions are not usually associated with environmental 


issues, but Dr. Berkelaar offers some hope for environmental 
anxiety. “Whether or not you think climate change is a signifi- 
-cant problem, there are plenty of environmental concerns that we 
ought to be paying attention to. And some of those are easy ones 
that you will not find much disagreement on.” 


' These concerns are still demanding of course, but they are defi- 
. nite problems with clear courses of action. Dr. Berkelaar uses 


Hamilton's sewer system as an example, which allows raw sewage 
to be spilled into Lake Ontario during long periods of rain. The 
solutions are not difficult, merely expensive. 


The infrastructure needs to be addressed by the city, but govern- 
ment policy is not the only way to take positive steps towards en- 
vironmental sustainability. Adaptations such as the permeable 
pavement in the Charis Live and Learn Centre parking lot is an 
effort to keep water on campus and out of storm pipes. 


Dr. Berkelaar describes the permeable pavement as “A significant 
financial commitment to honouring our own water cycle right 
on campus.” Even though the school chose not to apply the new 
pavement design to all the parking lots, he celebrates the choice 
to prioritize environmental impact. 


Redeemer's environmental policies further include the 12:0KW 
solar panel system installed in 2011 which produces approximate- 
ly 150 000 kWh. The output covered approximately ten percent of 
the University’s total electricity usage prior to the building of the 
Charis Live and Learn Centre (statistics courtesy of Alfred Mazer- 
ceuw, Director of Physical Plant and Security). 


Though the panels do not cover the total output, they still sig- 
nificantly reduce the carbon footprint of the school. “There is no 
perfect source of electricity, but [solar panels] are as green as it 
gets,” says Dr. Berkelaar. 


Continued on Page 3. 


VOLUME // 41 
ISSUE // 5 


MARCH 
2024 


IN THIS: ISSUE 


Green Redeemer 
(page 1&3) 


Christian Generos- 


Ss ; |New Lionshare 


| |Program 


(page 4) 


From the Vault 


(page 4) 


How to Ace a Re-. 


deemer Essay 
(page 5) 


Students and 
Shakespeare 


(page 6) 


in Conversa- 
tion with Simon 
Mischuk 


(page 6) 


Humans of Re- 
deemer 
(page 8) 


THECROWN.CA 


MARCH 2024// thecrown.ca 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF DIGITAL EDITOR LAYOUT EDITOR COPY EDITOR PODCAST COORDINATOR 
Rieneke Helder Serena Veltri — Mariah Brown _ Sophie Castle Anne Jan 


4a 
aw 
aes 
3 ~ stark tT ae e@co @ ceo@o 
: er > 4 . == 
SENIOR REPORTER SENIOR REPORTER JUNIOR REPORTER . JUNIOR REPORTER 
Rachel Atsma Marshall Chapman Shannon Jaspers-Fayer Moriah Winsor 


A ‘etter From The Editor 


Hey Redeemer, 


Welcome back to another edition of The Crown! This is our last typical paper, as 
April's edition will be The Clown, our funny paper—stay tuned! 


Remember when Paris Geller forced Rory Gilmore of Gilmore Girls to write a bor- 
ing article about a parking lot, but Rory absolutely killed it and it catapulted her 
into an amazing journalistic career? I'm no fortune-teller, but that's basically what 
Shannon Jaspers-Fayer did for us this month with her front-page article, where she 
shares what she's learned about Redeemer's sustainability initiatives: Rachel Atsma 
covered two campus-related bits of news: the theatre club’s upcoming Twelfth Night 
performance and the new Lionshare donation program. 


We also have been graced with three guest voices this time around! You'll find Mi- 
randa Brown's perspective on what generosity should look like as Christians, Abby 
Ciona's paper-writing tips for the desperate student (let's face it, we've all been 
there), and my crush, Simon Mischuk, reflecting on his experience as our Spiritual 
Events Coordinator this year. . 


It’s a juicy one this time, Redeemer! We hope our work in these pages provides a fun 
distraction, a stimulating read, or even just some good firestarter. Enjoy it, because 
we've sure enjoyed putting it together! 


Until next time! . 


Rieneke 
(ree-nuh-kuh) ‘ 
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— . Green Redeemer 


Continued 


To further reduce carbon emissions, the school has taken steps to- 
wards energy conservation. Examples include motion sensor lights 


and insulation to conserve energy in the new Charis-building, as 
well as some areas of Founders Hall. : : 


One significant step towards conservation was the retrofitting of all 
the lightbulbs in the school, changing them over from fluorescent 
bulbs to LED, initiated by a donation from Dr. Henry Brouwer and 
his wife and aided by government rebates. “I think it is important 
for the institution itself to set a good example,” says Dr. Brouwer. 


Alfred Mazereeuw confirms that the transition is “essentially com- 
plete,” excepting a few bulbs around campus and the streetlights. 


Finally, the school's installation of two electrical vehicle charging 
stations, while not officially part of an institutional policy, “Does 
allow Redeemer staff, faculty and students who choose to have an 
electric car to have a place to charge it,” says Dr. Berkelaar. 


Institutionally, “Redeemer does look to the most environmentally 
sustainable solutions that fit within the limited financial resources 
that it has at its disposal,” says Alfred Mazereeuw. 


According to Dr. Brouwer, however, Redeemer's mandate should 
also include environmental science education. This education ap- 
plies not just to environmental students but those in all disciplines. 
“It should not only be science, although that is an important part.” 


MIRANDA BROWN 
GUEST WRITER 


How much God wants you to give Is between you and God—but it's 
Probably not nothing! 


, . i f student debt, 
Do you ever wonder what being generous in the face o ‘ 
living expenses, or car payments looks like? Is it even possible? 


The Bible tells us it is. 


The Bible makes it clear that we should give (2 Cor 9:7, Prov 3:9: 
Heb 13:16). We are called to be good stewards with tifa our 
given, and one way this is done is through our ene he . a 
time, efforts, and abilities is a great way to use the gifts tha rains to 
given us, but giving a part of the money we have ate 

God that we completely trust Him with taking care of us. 


That can be so difficult when there are so many ie oer 
for our money! Especially as university sate money we have. 
ing may not seem like the wisest way to use me ene iader ae 
When it comes to giving, it’s easy to sweep ee to debt. Yet, in 
rug until later, or to justify a lack of generosity oF w can we craft 
all of this, God still wants us to give cheerfully. So, ho 

more generous hearts? 


1. Be faithful with whal you have 

stor: 
Do you recall the parable of the talents, where eames peta! 
ofa man who entrusted his servants each with bags 0 Feturned, the 
ing to their ability” (Matt 25:15 NIV)? When the mat Brit te 
two servants who had been given two and five a had been given 
them and were rightly rewarded. But the man wno 
one bag of gold had hidden it and gained nothing. 


“ed Fanta 
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Dr. Brouwer explains the importance of science education in rela- 
tion to creation care. “Part of our responsibility is to care for the 
environment, which means we need to understand it. If we do not 
understand it, then we cannot be caretakers. So'science education 
is very important in this respect, especially environmental science 
education.” ; 


As a Christian University, Redeemer has the opportunity to offer 
their students an education that confronts the hard truths of the 


environmental crisis in partnership with the irrepressible hope 
of Christ. 


“To be a Christian... is to feel a strong calling about [environmen- 
tal concerns] and to do something about it, but at the same time 
to be aware that God is sovereign and oversees and controls ev- 
erything,” says Dr. Berkelaar. 


The Christian approach to the climate crisis has been and con- 
tinues to be divided. Dr. Brouwer makes an appeal for Christian 
engagement in some form “because we have a reason for caring 
for the creation. It is made by the God who we confess.” 


I will close with Dr. Berkelaar’s words regarding creation and the 
unfailing goodness of God. “I think that we can learn from God by 
reading from the Bible, we can learn from God by walking in the 
woods. We ought-to celebrate that, treasure it, and take it quite 
seriously that we have a calling. It is not a calling to stress us out, 
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This parable illustrates that being faithful with what we are given 
Ratt God. He says, “Well done, good and faithful servant, 
when we take our blessings and use them to bless others. 


2. Build good habits 


4 mpting to think, “I'll start giving my money when I'm old- 
er” be + oa tithe once I’ve paid off my debt”. However, beginning 
the practice of giving ina ume ere ee are so many financial 

iorities sets critical habits for the future. } 

Date not have very much to give right now, but God se not 
asking for any number; he cares about your heart. ua about 
the widow who gave two measly copper coins in Mark 12341-42. 
In the eyes of others she gave next to nothing, but to her it was 
everything. Jesus declared that this woman gave more than any 
rich person who came to give. He cares about your heart posture 
for giving, not how much; you can start small! 


3. God will take care of you 


: remember that God will take care of you. Often, wants 
ee creep into our list of “needs”—it's so important to re- 
position our ideas of what it means to have enough, remembering 
that “God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his 
glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19, NIV). We have everything we 
need in Christ, and can celebrate the gifts He's given us by giving 
back to His Kingdom. 


By giving, you are telling God that you trust His sovereignty over 
oat life. it's an act of faith—-and it’s certainly not easy! But if God 
feeds the sparrows and clothes the flowers of the field, will He not 
also take care of you? 


How will you practice generosity? 


=e >= |a Hamilton-based orga- 
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Briefs 


WORLD . 


The UN calls for 44-mil- 
lion teachers by 2030 in 
order to reach their fourth 
Sustainable Development 
Goal. Though this is a 
global issue it’s impacting 
sub-Saharan Africa the 
most, where theyll need 
approximately 15 million 
new teachers. If the goal 

is not reached, 84 million 
children will be without 
school. 


CANADA 


The Canadian government 
is launching a new re- 
source aimed at retaining 
nurses. These healthcare 
workers have had to deal 
with long hours, greater 
workloads, high rates of 
burnout, stress, anxiety, 
etc. The new “Nursing 
Retention Toolkit” aims at 
improving nurses’ work- 
ing lives and helping them 


"|| feel supported and valued. 


HAMILTON 


Empowerment Squared, 


nization, has raised $1.6 
billion to build a learn- 
ing center in war-torn 
Libieria, with a textbook- 
to-student ratio of 1:5. 
Although nearly another 
$1.8 billion is still needed 
to complete the building, 
the completion of this 
stage is exciting, as this is 
the first facility of its kind 
in Libera. 
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Redeemer Introduces New Monthly Donation Program 


RACHEL ATSMA 
SENIOR REPORTER 


The week before Redeemer students dispersed for the read- 
ing break, we were once again thrown into Gratitude Week. 
We were given the opportunity to reflect and give thanks 
for the generous donations of Redeemer’s many support- 
ers. Gratitude Week also offered the perfect occasion to 
announce the launch of Redeemer’s new giving initiative: 
Lionshare Community. : 


LionShare is a new monthly giving program that seeks to 
create a new community of donors. It was developed over 
the past few months through the cooperation of a number 
of Redeemer's external relations personnel and marketing, 
and strategy teams. I sat down with Hank de Jong, AVP 
of External Relations, and Christine Giancola, Director of 
Strategic Relations, in order to gct an inside scoop on the 
intention and direction for this new initiative. 


“Our donor base is aging,” said de Jong. “Nobody under 50 

. has a chequebook anymore. Lionshare is designed to en- 
gage a younger donor audience and so it’s almost entirely 
digital.” 


The key demographic Redeemer wishes to reach with Li- 
onshare is alumni, those who have attended Redeemer and 
know and have been impacted by its mission. Lionshare 
gives them the opportunity to stay connected with the com- 


A Modest Propo 


BY JACK VAN DORP 
JANUARY 2005 


Redeemer University College has subsidized urban sprawl. 
By looking around the campus,-one quickly recognizes that 
prime agricultural land has been transformed from pro- 
ductive farmland into manicured grass. Arguments such 
as “we're doing the Lord’s work” cannot justify this col- 
laboration as the deathly sprawl of our cities advances, and 
it is hypocritical to lament the looming waves of asphalt 
shingles approaching from the tract homes to the north. 


Redeemer's slide into the low-density danger zone began 
with its purchase of the 70-acre Whaley farm. When the 
student body outgrew a modest building on Beach Boule- 
vard, the college expanded—in the direction of least resis- 
tance. Since the college moved in 1986, student residences 
have spread in the direction of least resistance, as well, 
across the width of the property, effectively severing the 
natural regeneration area from the open fields across the 
highway. 


Redeemer now owns 90 acres of land, having added prop- 
erties to the east and west. But there are no opportuni- 
ties for restoring natural corridors, as the school plans to 
continue its policy of sprawl. Before the school chose this 
route, the campus could have been deemed an “Arcadian” 
institution where students could wander in the natural en- 
vironment; where buildings complement the natural land- 
scape; and where birds sing in the trees and deer lap water 
in one of the ponds. However, Redeemer is now left with 
two “spatial philosophy” approaches: full-scale urbanism 
and neo-agrarianism. Considering that the school was not 
keen on moving into the city when its founders started to 
build, we are left with agrarianism as the default position. 


munity and to give back. Currently it has options for giving 
10, 25, or 50 dollars per month. The hope is that these fair- 
ly small increments will allow more people to get involved. 
While de Jong was able to speak to some of the particulars, 
Giancola was able to give some insight into her view for the 
monthly giving program and how it starts right from the 
name. “We wanted to convey royalty, obviously to connect 
with Redeemer’s theme, but also in the sense that every- 
thing belongs to God. We are not poor because we have a 
part in his riches.” é 


Lionshare thus plays on both themes. Giancola listed Mat- 
thew 6:21 as a formative verse for her in this endeavor: 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

“] think in many cases people give because they care about 
the mission of something. I would argue that the opposite 
is also true—when you give of your money, your heart will 
naturally follow and expand for the cause.” . 


% - 
. People naturally want to feel like their money is making a 


difference. Giancola recognizes that some might be won- 
dering what the point is of giving in such small amounts. 
“The imagery and mission of Lionshare is that it is making 
a massive difference. The combined amount is faithfully 
making change.” 


de Jong said, “Community is one of the first words that 
come out of alumni’s mouths when speaking about their 
time at Redeemer. In that sense, we want that community 


From the Vault: 


It makes sense for Redeemer to become more agrarian: the 
majority of students (63 percent at last check) come from 
Dutch Reformed stock and more than likely have a farming 
ancestor within the last three generations. One need not 
fear, however, that such a shift will result in a resurgence 
of coveralls and wooden shoes or a decrease in academic 
standards. In many ways, it will serve to broaden the scope 
of the liberal arts education already offered by encouraging 
student involvement in the production of the food enjoyed 
on campus. Nor must the school become fully agrarian to 
the point of transforming the quad into a pasture (though 
it would require very little fence material). 


Asimple step in the right direction would be to add a few 
pigs. Contrary to popular belief, pigs are very clean ani- 
mals. Given enough space, they designate separate areas 
for defecation and eating. Their affinity for mud is actually 
a clever form of sunscreen. 


Pigs are also advantageous to us for their eating habits. 
These remarkable creatures are willing consumers of all 
kinds of kitchen scraps (though feeding them pork would 
be unacceptable). A dozen pigs could easily consume the 
kitchen scraps from Redeemer's dorms and cafeteria, rap- 
idly breaking the food down into nutrient-rich fecal matter 
ready for compost and use in the teaching garden. Such an 
approach would bypass the rodent problems often associ- 
ated with bin composting, and it would expand the range 
of the nutrient recovery program to include breads and 
cooked foods. ‘ 


Another advantage of raising pigs is the opportunity for an 
annual pig roast. Before you get in a huff about the ethics of 
eating “pets,” ask yourself: how can you eat an animal you 
have not raised? How can you be certain of its fair treat- 


sal for an Agrarian 


to continue.” Redeemer would also be committed to pro- 
viding regular video updates for the Lionshare community, 
so they can see firsthand just how their money has been 
put to use. i 


So how does this affect students? Firstly, de Jong wants 
them to be aware of just how important the donor commu- 
nity is. To be able to atterid a private university for under 
ten thousand dollars a year is almost unheard of, and is a 
testament to the mission and donors of Redeemer. 


“People care about the students much more than the insti- 
tution as a whole.”.In this sense, de Jong hopes there is a 
natural desire to pay it back, though he recognizes it may 
seem to be a strange concept. 


“There are students that are thinking ‘Even though I'm 
young, I'm still in school, I don’t have a house yet, I want 
to give back to a community that played a formative part in 
my life.’ It involves moving beyond a transactional mind- 
set and really understanding the missional vision of Re- 
‘ deemer.” : . 


Lionshare Community presents an exciting new oppor- 
tunity to cultivate new growth within Redeemer’s donor 
base, even as the student community also continues to 
expand. Both de Jong and Giancola are extremely hopeful 
for the future of this campaign, and for the future of the 
Redeemer mission. . 


Campus 


ment? Pigs raised by a loving Christian community on only 
the best scraps of food could certainly be eaten more con- 
scionably than those raised in high-density containment 
pens. In addition, supplementing their diet with grounders 
from the campus apple orchard would add to their already 
pleasant flavour. 


Annual pig roasts would also solve the problem of indif- 
ference. Anyone who has ever raised a young puppy or kit- 
ten to full size knows that the novelty of a young creature 
eventually wears off and that raising it becomes more of a 
chore. By raising runts each year, freshmen students would 
have the opportunity to “save” a life that would otherwise 
be lost. In April, these pigs would be enjoyed in a commu- 
nal feast, and the whole process could begin again. 


The costs associated with the project would be quite low: 
portable fencing, asmall portion of Redeemer’s large prop- 
erty, and student volunteers would suffice. Runts are often 
free, because otherwise they would be crowded out and die. 
Nearly all of their food would come from what is currently 
being thrown out. The program could even save money by 
reducing the overhead costs of the bi-annual student bar- 
becues, reputed to have cost as much as $5,000. 


The conclusion should be clear: a token barn beam in the 
Recreation Centre and a couple of fields rented out for 
soybeans simply do not cut it. Redeemer needs to take re- 
sponsibility for the agricultural land it holds, get back to its 
roots, and adopt animal husbandry. Raising pigs has the 
potential to build community, prevent pigleticide, and save 
some hard-earned moncy. I implore you to get onboard— 
and lick your lips in delightful anticipation, 


ACADEMICS 


How to Ace a Redeemer Essay 


Questionable and Helpful Tips to Improve Your Writing 


ABBY CIONA 
GUEST WRITER 


As you are reading this, you are likely in one of three situations. 
Situation one: you are deep in essay season either on the verge of 
drowning, swimming just fine, or floating along and seeing where 
you end up (if it’s the third, I’m not sure whether to fear, pity, or 
admire you). Situation two: essay season is coming soon, and it will 
be here before you know it. Situation three: you graduated or are 
graduating soon and don't have to worry about essays anymore (un- 
less you're a writer or a teacher; now essays are your job). Adding to 
the stress of writing essays is the fact that Redeemer University is 
a one-of-a-kind Christian post-secondary institution where you can 
get “a degree you can believe in.” You can’t just write any essay, you 
have to write a Redeemer essay. So here are some tips to help you 
ace an essay at Redeemer. (Disclaimer: most of these tips are a joke, 
but if you read to the end, you'll find some real advice that will help 
you beyond your time at Redeemer.) 


First, let’s talk about structure. You may have heard of the “Point- 
Proof-Comment” method, “Hamburger Paragraphs,” or the “Five 
Paragraph Essay.” However, those outlines will not cut it at Re- 
deemer. A far more effective and uniquely Redeemer structure is 
the “Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration” outline—the entire 
REL-110 course, “The Drama of Scripture,” prepares you to use this 
as a framework for your life (and your homework). You can never 
go wrong with using the biblical metanarrative as the backbone of 
your essay (or lab report). 


Remember the Western Culture and Tradition classes, HUM-110_ 


and HUM-120? You may bein them right now. You may be wishing 
you could forget them. You may have forgotten all the course con- 
tent already. But they are the core of the infamous Core Curriculum, 
and it’s no surprise that professors are constantly referencing these 
classes in other classes. Therefore, incorporating a few references to 
HUM-110 or HUM-120 in any paper is a wise idea: it’s like an Eas- 
ter egg hunt for the profs, and it will show your dedication to your 
liberal arts education (because isn’t that why you chose to come to 
Redeemer?). 


To the surprise of many, quoting the Bible is not a sure way to ace 
an essay at Redeemer, for some professors will accuse you of “just 
tagging on a verse at the end to make it a more Christian cage 
However, quoting Reformed Theologians is a far more foolpro 
way to bring in a Christian perspective. Writing a report about inva- 
sive species? Add in Abraham Kuyper’s “Every Square Inch quote 
to show how God cares about the garlic mustard invading every 
square inch of your backyard. Planning an essay on “Why Chris- 
tians should not just watch Christian movies, read Christian books, 
and listen to Christian music?” This sounds like a place for “Com- 
mon Grace” and how God's blessing shows up in every musician s 
work, from Chris Tomlin to Taylor Swift. And there 's nota Pid 
politics essay that could not use an explanation of —, oes 
eignty” and how it should shape our view of government. Refcre 


ing a textbook is also a solid option, but extra bonus points to you 
if you use Redeemer professors or alumni as a source. 


Finally, some little details to take your essay above and beyond. 
Think about how you might incorporate some of the university’s 
favourite key words, such as “mission,” “imago dei,” “worldview,” 
and even “redeem” (classic!). And last, but not least: please don’t 
try to use all these tips in one essay—unless you are writing a sat- 
ire essay. Then I wish you the best of luck and hope to see it pub- 
lished in The Crown someday. 


All jokes aside, there are ways that you can improve your essay- 
writing skills without trying to-appeal to your professors by quot- 
ing their favourite theologians. Here are three tips that you can 
use on any writing assignment. 


First, start early and make a plan (though it may be too late 


to do that now, keep it in mind for next time). Thinking about 
your projects as soon as the work is assigned helps you stay on 
track and avoid cramming. Consider making deadlines for steps 
along the way of your project: have a topic by one day, research 
by another, a rough draft the week before. Extra breathing space 
for your brain helps you think more clearly and organize your 
thoughts. Any professor will tell you that an essay (or story, or 
report) written over the span of a week has a higher chance of 
being more successful than one written over the span of a night. 


Second, EDIT YOUR WORK. Any professor will also tell you that 
there is a 99% chance that your second draft will be better than 
your first draft. Even if it’s just reading over your essay once or 
twice before turning it in, fixing up every time you typed “teh” 
instead of “the” could be the one percent difference between a C+ 
and a B-. If you have a friend, roommate, or family member who 
can read it over, even better. Consider looking at your drafts with 
a classmate; you might be able to help each other find ways to 
improve your work. 


Third, take advantage of essay-writing resources. On the Re- 
deemer app you can use Learning Services and on the library 
website, you can find guides on formatting, citations, grammar, 
and more. Redeemer’s Learning Services also offers FREE tu- 
toring for all students. Tutors are not there just if you're bare- 
ly passing a course—they can help you study for tests, create a 
schoolwork schedule, improve your research skills, or even share 
feedback on an essay. You can meet with subject tutors to talk 
about specific courses, assignments, and confusing content, or 
meet with a writing tutor if you want to go over general writing 
techniques like grammar, citations, and research. If you're re- 
ally feeling lost, booking an appointment directly with Learning 
Services is a helpful option for one-on-one support. Essay writing 
is challenging, but it doesn’t have to be a mysterious process of 
throwing together Reformed Christian catchphrases and hoping 
they fall into MLA format. After all, we are a community. 
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Upcoming 
Events 


MARCH 7-8 
EXECUTIVE SENA- 
TOR ELECTION 


MARCH 8 


ON WINGS OF 
SONG REDEEMER 
VOICE STUDENTS 


MARCH 8 

ALAN DOYLE AT 
FIRSTONTARIO CON- 
CERT HALL 


MARCH 8 
ART CRAWL ON 
JAMES NORTH 


MARCH 8-i7 
SPRING TIDE BULB 
SHOW 


MARCH 10 
ROOTED WORSHIP 


MARCH 11 
MASSAGE CLINIC ON 
CAMPUS 


MARCH 15-17 
REDEEMER SURVI- 
VOR SEASON TWO 


MARCH 18-22 
SUMMER CAMP 
SPOTLIGHT 


MARCH 21-23 
TWELFTH NIGHT 
PERFORMANCES 


MARCH 23 
MEME PARTY AT 
THE REC CENTER 


MARCH 24 
130TH AROUND THE 
BAY ROAD RACE 


APRIL 6 
MOZART REQUIEM 


APRIL 12 
ART CRAWL ON 
JAMES NORTH | 


CLUBS 
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Students and Shakespeare 


The Theater Club Takes on Twelrth Night 


RACHEL ATSMA 
SENIOR REPORTER 


Upper-year students will most likely recall the disappear- 
ance of the theater department a few years ago, dashing the 
hopes of several young artists in the process. Nowadays, 
those wishing to exercise their acting muscles have to rely 
on Redeemer’s student-run Theater Club. This year, the 
troupe will be performing Twelfth Night, a popular Shake- 
speare play. Director and co-leader Rowena Hobbs was a 
key figure in choosing the production and making it come 
to life. 


“T've never directed before,” she said, “so I knew whatever 
we chose I had to be familiar with it. Twelfth Night has 
been my favorite for a long time.” . 


Having chosen the play, the next step was hosting audi- 
tions and cutting down the script to a manageable length, 
a feat that took Hobbs all of last semester. The real work 
didn’t begin until this term though, when rehearsals really 
kicked off. 


“Trying to coordinate 15 people is crazy to manage, but 
it’s pretty special for people to give time out of their busy 
schedules for this.” Hobbs believes that this cooperation of 
many is at the heart of theater. “I really strongly believe 
that Christians need to be in theater spaces. The process of 
putting on a play is like many parts of one body, each doing 
their individual role, all working towards the same goal.” 


The goal has shifted slightly in the past few weeks, as the 


cast has had to adjust to changes in their venue. After 
practicing for months in the Black Box, the group will now 
be performing in the auditorium, a space that makes per- 
forming simpler but less intimate for the audience. Design 
choices have also been made to accommodate this switch. 


So what can the audience expect from the show? For one, 
anyone who has read Shakespeare knows that it is a dia- 
logue full of wit, even if it isn’t always the easiest to under- 
stand. Hobbs hopes that the actors and the text really shine 
through, so costumes and sets will be minimal. 


“Part is choice, part is what you are capable of,” she ex- 
plained. They no longer have access to a whole department 
who can sew and construct for the sake of the show. 


’ Twelfth Night in particular follows Viola, who is ship- 


wrecked along with her twin brother Sebastian, whom she 
then presumes dead. Viola disguises herself as Caesario 
and goes to work for a Duke. The foibles that follow are 
a twist of misunderstandings and love triangles. Though 
I won't spoil the ending here, Hobbs did emphasize that 
there is no harm in looking up a synopsis; it may help in 
understanding what exactly is going on. Or, one can watch 
the 2000's classic film She’s the Man, which is based upon 
the play and would either have Shakespeare laughing or 
rolling in his grave. Ae 


The show, premiering March 21, will be Hobb’s last bow. 
In fact, her graduation will mark the final disappearance 
of Redeemer’s theater program, as she is the sole surviving . 
theater major. She reflected both on the journey this year - 
has been, but also what is to come. 


“Putting this show together has been an act of faith, and it's 
been neat to see how God has worked through this year,” 
she said. Hobbs is also looking forward to seeing how God 
will continue to work. She will be passing her role on to 
third year Gwenyth Covey, and is excited for the future. 


“It would be really cool to see it grow,” she noted, “but 
there’s something really lovely about a small group of 
people.” There are also limits to how much work can be 
taken on by a bigger troupe, as even Hobbs found herself 
struggling to keep up this year. However, she also wanted 
to highlight those who have worked alongside her in this 
endeavor, again emphasizing the work of many parts. 


“For this club to work well, it needs to be more about the 
art and the audience rather than me,” she stated. There 
would be no production with just one person. 


There also would be no production without people to view 
it. Here Hobbs calls upon the support of the student body, 
saying, “The audience is just as important as the play.” She 
is hoping that being in the auditorium will allow for more 
people to view their hard work. For the audience, it is a way 
to support their fellow classmates and appreciate the talent 
that God has given many individuals in their community. 
For those who do wish to view the show, tickets will be $12, 
and.are available at tickets.redeemer.ca/twelfthnight or at 
Campus Services 


* Ushers are also wanted and will receive free entry. Those 
interested can email kitheatrecompany@gmail.com or 
campusservices@redeemer.ca 


In Conversation With Simon Mischuk 


As the end of the academic year begins to come to a close, 
I have tried to reflect on what has been (and has not been) 
accomplished during my term as Spiritual Events Coordi- 
nator. I do want to say that I am very grateful to have been 
elected last spring into the role and am happy with what 
has been accomplished this year. Importantly, though, I 
also recognize there are still significant needs and issues 
that need to be addressed by my successors. This article 
will identify two key issues that hopefully provide further 
direction to this end. 


l applied for the Spiritual Events role last spring brimming 
with ideas and changes that could be implemented during 
my time in office. My in-class learning here, being a double 
major in Biblical and Theological Studies and History, had 
also helped progress my thinking on some of these ideas. 
Furthermore, being no stranger to Student Senate, having 
served in my first year as the Assistant to the VP of Student 
Affairs and in my second year on both the Spiritual Events 
and Student Affairs committees, I felt that I was ready to 


start making big changes quickly following my election. 
The first issue I sought to address was the lack of church 
attendance and participation amongst the student body. 
Perhaps it is the changes that COVID brought. Perhaps it 
is a lack of rides or other practical reasons. Perhaps it is: 
reflective of an overarching shift in the perceived impor- 
tance of the church in the West. Whatever has caused the 
issue, it is concerning that not all students are regularly 
attending a church. One of the ways that I have tried to 
solve this issue is by working to create a space for students 
to get connected with churches who would be able to offer 
tides and other opportunities, so students-can be actively 
involved in a Hamilton church community. Much more 
work needs to be done on this, though. One such solution 
could be inviting pastors for events to get connected with 
students. Another may be equipping staff or student lead- 
ers to inform students on the importance of church atten- 
dance and participation. Whatever the solutions are, this 
will, as of now, continue to be a prevailing issue that needs 
to be addressed. 


A great blessing I have had in my role has been working 
with a number of students who have taken the time to start 
clubs, initiatives, or run events for the betterment of other 
students’ faith on campus. Unfortunately, there still re- 
mains a large portion of the student body who are, quite 
frankly, uninterested in any such clubs or events. This is 
not to place blame on the student leaders nor the student 
body, there are many reasons as to why students remain 
uninterested. However, this second issue is and will be an 
ongoing one for Student Senate. My encouragement then 
to my successor: lean into the coordinator part of the role. 
My encouragement to other students: get involved and 
start or help run a club or group on campus, Redeemer 
provides a ton of exciting opportunities for students to get 


involved. i i 
Ma avs All we need to do as students is to step up into 


STUDENT VOICES 
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Welcome to Redeemer’s Classifieds! This section of the Crown is devoted to publishing what - 


students h ? ‘ : 
S have to ae What’s on your mind? Keep an eye out on our instagram (@ru_crown) 
or a chance to submit your message for our next edition. 


Dad jokes should be 5 directions should | 

Alex and Ethan Redeemer should pave 
banned at any Redeem- ~ fave won the talent _ SNUBBED @ Re- the ridden path ai 
er function show | 


deemer’s Got Talent © —sCGharris South Entrance - 
7 to Founder's Hall Audi- 
torium Entrance 


The Tim’s workers are Applications for Josh Application for Kaeden 

the best <3 _ W's girlfriend close LS Ge S's ailriend close 
soon sooner than soon 

Congrats to our Disc ~ Who's excited for unof- | wish they'd just doa | would take a bullet for 

Golf team on finishing ficial Redeemer dress fight to the death battle Douglas Needham 

1st in their recent BC day (the first warm day for campus housing 

tournament! of the year) 


FOMO Index 


Afraid of missing out on what's going on in the world? Welcome to the FOMO index! Here you'll find 8 headlines, covering topics that range from insignificance to high-impact, and 
from Redeemer-only relevance to the whole wide world. We've only got the Sparknotes here, but there are plenty of sources out there that can tell you more about these stories! 


IMPORTANT 3 

Mass jail break in Haiti af- 
ter gangs attacked the pris- 
on; 3,700 inmates escaped 


Search may reopen for lost 
Malaysia flight MH370 after 
new evidence is found 


City of Hamilton hit by ran- 
somware attack 


WHOLE WIDE 
WORLD 


REDEEMER 
BUBBLE. 


100-year-old grandma cel- | . 
ebrates her 25th birthday this |. 
leap year 


Potato chip factory destroyed 
after major fire in New Bruns- 
wick 


Man breaks record by fin- 
ishing his 34,128th Big Mac 
in Wisconsin 


1,273 people at Legoland 


two N 
After 40 years, two New attempted to break world 


record by wearing dino 
costumes 


PEOPLE 
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Humans 


SERENA VELTRI 
DIGITAL EDITOR 


“I didn’t actually know about the program before I came 
to Redeemer,” says Reanna Linde when sharing her 
experience studying abroad through the Crandall Univer- 
sity Oxford Program. “I kind of just happened upon it. I 
hadn’t heard of anyone who had done it yet, I didn’t know 
the process, anything like that. Ijust came across it and 
wondered [that] if this actually happens here, why had I 
never heard of it?” 


After walking me through the application process, which 
required Reanna to get approval from both a professor 
and a living staff as well as have the right grades, Reanna 
expressed that she had only made it on the waitlist. 


“I got approved to go, but there were already six students 
accepted, so I was waitlisted and thankfully I got in, but I 
still had no idea what I was doing.” 


After getting in, Reanna had to apply on Crandall Univer- 
sity’s side. 


“It sounds like a ton of work, but it’s not really, consid- 
ering you're applying to live in another country for a 
semester.” 


Once all the students were accepted and everything was 
finalized, Reanna says, “There was a little pub night for us, 
so the students who were accepted could meet with other 

. students who have already done the program, as well as 
the professors who have been to England and know about 
the program.” 


Reanna expressed that, “[1] didn’t really know any of the 
other students I was going with. They had been in my 
classes, but I didn’t go with any friends, so it was a great 
time to meet the other girls I was going with.” 


They left on January 5th, 2023, and after one delayed 
flight and a seven-hour plane ride, the six girls landed in 
Engjand. 


“We were each paired with a host family. My host had 
students for seven years already, and it was just me and 
her. LEhad my own room [and] she was out a lot, so we 
both did our own thing, It was nice. I didn't need anyone 
to constantly be there or anything, so there was a lot of 
freedom in that way.” 


A Story From Reanna Linde 


As for school days, their time in England started “In 
Charlbury doing classes in a local church,” says Reanna, 
as Oxford was not yet open for students until the following 
week. 


“Then we went to Oxford for a tour. It’s kind of like major 

imposter syndrome, because you walk into these beautiful 
buildings, and everyone talks about Oxford as one of those 
prestigious schools.” 


She then went on to explain how classes work. “We had 
our classes with just us nine girls. You don’t have classes 
with the other Oxford students, but you do have Oxford 
tutors. People whe teach classes, what we call professors, 
are just tutors there. So our tutors were from Oxford, 


* brought in specifically to teach our classes.” 


While only taking four courses that semester, there were 
some key. differences between the program at Oxford and 
how classes work in North America. - 


“The way that they do schooling there is a bit different. 
You do a lot of the work on your own, and then when you 


_ come to class, rather than being lectured, it’s more discus- 


sion based,” says Reanna. “You do a lot of learning on 
your own time—it’s really about what you put into it. And 
then your professors can definitely tell if you do the work 
or not.” t 


Additionally, “The last week is dedicated to a play which 
completes one course,” explained Reanna. “We had two 
directors of the play who rehearsed with us for a week. It’s 
just hosted in a little church in Charlbury, and the town 


came. 


Furthermore, their reading break was done differently 
than it is here. 


“We had six or seven weeks of classes, and then we had 
our reading break, but they didn’t give us assignments to 
do during the break,” says Reanna. “They wanted us to 
travel. We weren't allowed to stay with our hosts, [and] 


we had to go somewhere else during reading break. How 
horrible!” 


But studying abroad wasn’t as easy as it may seem, 


and adjusting to life in a different country for only four 
months proved tricky at times. 


“Their buildings are so cold! It was the biggest thing, at 
first, to get over,” says Reanna. “They don’t insulate their 
buildings, so at night, because heating houses is so expen- 


f Redeemer 


sive, {the heat] would shut off at 10 p.m. I could feel every 
little bit of wind coming through the wail.” 


Reanna found this different from life in Canada as, “When 
you come inside, all the buildings are heated, so you can 
take your coat off.” She expressed that it was almost the 
opposite there. 


“You have to layer, you wear like two coats, you have two 
longs sleeve shirts so you're not cold inside.” She went 

on to talk about the hot water shutting off and the dryer 
barely being used because “It's so expensive, which I don't 
think about much here.” . 


Looking on the brighter side of this learning curve, Re- 
anna says that, “I had to really be on the ball. It caused me 
to be more intentional about how I:was living.” 


She says that, “[At Redeemer,] I'm not really conscious 
because I've paid for it already and someone else is 
dealing with it. But when you're using someone else's 
property, it causes you to slow down a bit and be more ° 
intentional about what you're doing.” : : 


When asked about her favourite parts of England, Reanna 
expressed that she loved the libraries and architecture, as 
well as fashion, saying that, “There’s a lot of life in [Ox- 
ford] specifically. There's a lot of awesome fashion, [and] 
seeing the girls on their bikes with their trench coats was 
insane—it's just really cool.” 


“It's been an adjustment coming back to Redeemer, and I 
definitely feel [homesick], but I think it was really neces- 
sary for me,” says Reanna, who considers this semester 
abroad a huge part of her own growth journey. 


“As soon as I heard about it I was like ‘this is something 
I want to do’ because I had wanted to go to England and 


live there for as long as I can remember. It’s always been a 
goal of mine.” . 


Reanna closes by saying if you are consideri i 
“100% go. A lot of people are scared by the pe for 
the experience you get, it's completely worth it. I would 
say just do it, [because] you won't regret it. It's such an 
incredible opportunity. An experience like this is a once- 
in-a-lifetime chance. Even for me to 80 back to Oxford to 
Just tour it, it’s so different than living there [and] getting 


to know th 
wl w the people and the culture. I would Say just go for 


